
Narrative writing prompts 

1. Think about something that happened to you that you’ll never forget. Write about 
what happened, who was involved and where it happened. Make sure you capture 
what makes that event hard to forget. 

 

2. Think about a memorable event that happened when you were in elementary 
school. Write a story describing what happened, who was involved, and where it 
took place. Be sure to capture the importance of the event. 

 

3. You are on your way home when zombies begin to take over your town. You’ve 
never believed in zombies, but now you see them with your own eyes. Write a 
science fiction story telling what the zombies do, what happens to everyone you 
know, and what you do about it. Make sure you create and describe characters, 
conflict, and the setting. 

 

4. Pretend that your favorite character has stepped out of the pages of a book, or out 
of your television, and into real life. Write a story about what happens that day. 

 

5. Weather affects people in different ways around the globe. Think about a time 
when the weather has had a significant impact on your life. Write a story sharing 
your experience. 

 

6. Write about a time that you surprised someone. Write a story sharing how you 
planned the surprise, and what happened, being careful to build suspense so that 
the reader is surprised, too. 

 

7. Think about a time when you embarked on a journey to reach a personal goal. Tell 
your story, being sure to include the challenges you faced, what might have 
prevented you from reaching your goal, and how you were transformed by the 
journey. 



8. Think about a time when you stood up for what you believed in. Be sure to set 
share with your reader what the situation was like, what happened when you 
stood your ground, and what happened as a result. 

 

9. Imagine that you wake up tomorrow morning and discover that you’ve been 
transported into your favorite novel or movie. Write a story telling what happens 
during the one day you live with those characters. 

 

10. Imagine that you are the last person left on the earth. There is a knock at the 
door… 

 

11. Choose a super power and then write a story about how you would change the 
world. 

 

12. Think about a time when you didn’t know what to say — until it was too late. Retell 
your story the way you wish it had happened. 

 

13. Tell a story about your favorite person. Make sure you describe that person’s 
character traits, and tell a story that illustrates why they are your favorite. 

 


